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THE STAR OF THE AGRICULTURAL 
SHOW IN PARIS  
Auvergne best of breed.    Macron on the other hand got heckled, 

boohed and hissed on his visit despite promising 5m in aid.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

FILMS IN VO – LORGUES  
Saturday 3 March – 20h30 – Pentagon Papers – The Post, with 

Tom Hanks & Meryl Streep 

Sunday 4 March – 18h00 – Pentagon Papers 

Friday 9 March – 17h00 – Sugar Land  

Saturday 10 March – 17h45 – The Shape of Water 

Sunday 11 March – 18h00 – the Shape of Water 

Monday 12 March – 19h – Sugar Land 

Thursday 15 Mrch – 19h00, Opera Royal La Rosca 

Saturday 17 March – 20h00 – Phantom Thread with Daniel Day 

Lewis & Lesley Manville  

Sunday 18 March – 18h00 – Phantom Thread 

For more Information www.cinebleu.fr  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

OPERA DE TOULON  
9, 11, 13 MARCH - DONIZETTI’S 
LUCIA DI LAMMERMOOR  
Friday 9 March 20h 

Sunday 11 March, 14h30 

Tuesday 13 Mrach 20h  
 

 

CONCERT – APOTHEOSE 
Friday 16 March – 20h  
Saxophone, &  violin 
 

Information & Reservations: 04 9355 45 

www.festivalmusiquetoulon.com 
 

 

TRAVELLING BOOK SWAP 
Wednesday 21 March –  Saint Antonin at the house of 

Penny Balaam.    16 Chemin de la Nate - 0494 80 35 17 or 

on her portable 06 12 31 69 10.   
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CONCERT - 16 March - 20h30  
Théâtre Denis - DAVID PATROIS 
QUINTET 
FREE CONCERT  réservation 
22 March - 18h30  l'Hôtel des Arts 
NGUYÊN LÊ  - solo 

CONCERT 
23 March - 20h30 -l'Église Anglicane 
ANA CARLA MAZA & CARLOS 
MAZA  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLEVINS FRANKS FINANCIAL 
SEMINAR – LES ARCS – 26 March  
Blevins Franks tax advisors are holding a series of Financial 
Seminars, andVar residents will be pleased to know one of 
these is to be held at Monday 26 March at Chateau Roseline, 
Les Arcs, from 10h30 to 12h00 am.  
 
Reserve your place now, don’t miss out on some good 
advice.   The Seminar will concentrate the life of expatriate in 
France from their arrival to the end of their time here.  
Blevins partners taking part are Rob Kay, Mike Marsden, and 
their regional South Eastern representative – and VVV’s own 
Rugby correspondent – Simon Eveleigh.  
 ARRANGE A FREE CONSULTATION WITH YOUR LOCAL 

ADVISER NOW”” 

Res: france@blevinsfranks.com   and 04 93 00 17 83 

 

 
 

HAPPY EASTER – 30 March – 2 April 
This photo and the front cover were taken on my 

front forty, Tuesdaymorning 27 February – the 

Beast from Siberia had arrived.  
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LEIPZIG COURT HANDS DOWN 
HISTORIC JUDGEMENT  - 
to ENVIRONMENT GROUP - 
THE DEATH OF DIESEL  
 

“DIESELGATE” GETS ITS COME 
UPPANCE !~! 
German court rules cities can ban 
diesel cars to combat air pollution  
 

Tuesday 27 February 2018  
A top German court on Tuesday ruled that cities can impose 

diesel driving bans to combat air pollution, in a landmark 

decision that could shake up the auto industry and upend 

transport policies. 

Judges at the Federal Administrative Court in Leipzig found 

that local authorities have the right to enforce bans on older, 

dirty diesels from their city centres - plunging millions of 

drivers into uncertainty. 
 

For the past several weeks I had been researching, compiling 

together from numerous press sources the whole background on 

the ‘’Dieselgate’’ scandal, as a story for this March issue which 

makes for very grim reading.   Despite not being a car driver, 

owner, nearly everybody I know is, and the VW ‘Dieselgate’ 

scandal was horrific in its breadth and depth, and I thought 

deserved investigation. 

We all know the basic outlines, VW and every other German car 

manufacturer, since before 2010 had deliberately been falsifying 

diesel emissions of their diesel cards by installing a computer 

‘thief’device – a ‘thief’device which one should point out was 

manufactured specifically for this purpose by another major 

German manufactuer, to wit BOSCH -which altered readings in 

laboratory conditions, but not in actual driving conditions. 

The scandal was broken open by the US EPA (Environmental 

Protection Agency).   My main interest was what I wondered had 

the EU, during the two and half years which had ensued, done, 

despite all its protestations about protecting the environment, 

clean air, getting rid of pesticides, you name it, what had they 

done to protect EU citizens, from the poisenous diesel fumes, 

what had they done to recoup losses, get justice for the 

purchasers of these filthy diesel cars. 

As I found gradually, the EU in all its hypocrisy had done 

NOTHING.  For two and a half years, they had discussed, had 

meetings, enquiries, plenary sessions, you name it, but no action 

was taken against VW, Daimley, Mercedes, just nothing 

happened on behalf of the EU consumers and citizens. 

Throughout VW et al, lied through their teeth, claiming they had 

done nothing illegal – in Europe!, and basically forcing car 

purchasers to join class action lawsuits in order to try and claim 

some redress.  Above all, as scientific and medical reports 

emerged, diesel fumes were going to be responsible for the 

premature deaths of thousands of EU citizens! 

 4 April 2017 –They, the EU,  came to the conclusion that  

”Plans to create a central pan-European Union agency to 

stop another Dieselgate scandal reached the end of the road 

today in Strasbourg.”” 

“”MEPs put the brakes on the idea, which gained impetus after it 

was revealed Volkswagen had routinely cheated emissions tests. 

There was little chance of the agency getting the go-ahead and 

making it across the finishing line in the final non-binding 

recommendations to the Commission and the Council.”” 

 “”The Commission was lukewarm on the idea. The resources 

and powers needed to effectively police the bloc are 

considerable.  “” 

Despite the EU garnering billions upon billions of euros from 

every EU citizen, such an agency they realised would prove too 

expensive. 

The beginnings of the scandal started when three bright 

university graduate engineering students tried to correlate and 

explain differences they found in diesel emissions, of VW cars.   

The EPA were present when the students presented their 

findings, and shortly broke open the whole VW scandal. 

The EPA then brought VW to court (you should read the long list 

of charges, amazing!) got the major VW executive sentenced to 

seven years in prison, imposed a huge fine, and, very 

importantly got compensation, redress for purchasers of these 

cars. 

In putting together these lengthy articles, many of them 

extremely interesting and factual, from the German magazine 

DER SPIEGEL, I came across just recently an article referring to 

an action being taken by a German environmental group trying 

to ban diesel cars (built before 2015 - and the scandal!) from the 

heavily polluted towns of Dusseldorf and Stuttgart. 

Well I thought, that’s interesting.   Their court action had been 

turned down by lower courts, and the group had decided to take 

it to the highest German administrative court, that of Leipzip,   

Judgement was to be announced 20 February.   20 February came, 

the court deferred the judgement to the 27 February, citing 

‘’complex issues’’. 

And lo  and behold, the 27 February the Leipzip court rendered 

their judgement in favour of the environment group, and said 

local authorities have the right to ban older (heavily polluting) 

diesel cars from city centres.   Wow, what a victory. 

I was amazed, stupified, overjoyed, as were many others.   Had I 

had a bottle of champagne in the house, I would have cracked it 

open in celebration.  Immediately the judgement was announced 

the world’s press were boomeranging the news round Europe 

and beyond.   It was such a historic judgement.   You can see 

from the photo above, the world’s press were there recording the 

moment in detail, it attracted that much attention.  
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REPERCUSSIONS  
And boy will there be repercussions all over, as the ramifications 

of this judgement rocket home, not least to the German car 

(diesel) industry, where immediately the shares of VW, BMW, 

Daimler, Mercedes started sliding down. 

Several German cities, and others, immediately declared they too 

were going to impose bans on the polluting diesel cars.  

Environmental groups throughout Europe might be encouraged 

to challenge the current orthodoxy, to get more cars banned from 

city centres.  

But Chancellor Angela Merkel expects the landmark decision to 

only have limited consequences.  "It's about individual cities 

where more needs to be done," Merkel said in Berlin on Tuesday 

afternoon, adding that "it's not really about the entire area and 

all the car owners in Germany." This sounded very much like 

Chancellor Merkel pulling up the drawbridge, mounting the 

barricades to keep boarders out of Schloss Merkel ! 

The Chancellor also pointed out that many cities affected by dirty 

air "don't exceed the value limits too much."   Oh yes! 

Somehow this palliative statement does not quite ring true,  she 

can see the repercussions about to hit her and her Government 

Ministers, who have been so cosy with the German car industry 

relaxing the rules  - see articles, and table The Revolving Door 

between the German Car Industry and German Government - 

letting them get away with literally murder.  Now, it is going to 

come and bite them all in the backsides.  

German government Ministers all knew, for over ten years, 

precisely what VW and the other car manufacturers were up to.  

Which leads one to the possible conclusion, that, after all it just 

did not matter, not to them.   The car industry was the motor of 

the German economy, which was mainly supporting the EU, in 

addition to which its lobbyists were spending millions and 

millions to protect the industry.  Corrupt, I should say. 

One can imagine Merket and car CEO’’s all gathered together in 

some board room bunker, as the bullets richochet around their 

heads, trying to define some defensive strategy. 

Another result of this victory judgement is that it very possibly 

provides an absolutely golden piece of ammunition for the class 

action suits that have been taken out against VW et al throughout 

Europe by lawers on behalf of purchasers of these dirty cars.   

One of the major class action lawsuits, numbering thousands of 

clients is in Germany itself, one can imagine `they in the past few 

days have very likely garnered several more thousands of clients 

to the cause.  Flip to the end pages for more on this story. 

So I do hope you read the Dieselgate articles, it might pay 

dividends. 

 

 

 

OPERA IN CAMBODIA –  
THE MAGIC FLUTE  
MARCH 10  – Chaktomuk Theatre,  
Phnom Penh 
 

March 10th will witness an historic cultural event in Phnom 
Penh, at Vann Molyvann's iconic Chaktomuk Theatre. 
This semi-staged performance of A Cambodian Magic 
Flute (CMF) is the result of two unprecedented artistic 
workshops bringing together Cambodian traditional 
musicians with a talented young Singaporean 
orchestra. The March performance of Mozart's 
masterpiece will be the first time a classic opera has ever 
been performed in Cambodia. 
 

This unique performace, as you might have guessed, is being 

sponsored mainly by VVV’s Opera & Music critic Robert 

Turnbull, opera is his passion, as well as pianoforte, and he is 

launching this incredibly brave venture, in his belief that 

Cambodia has a great deal to offer to the cultural musical world 

under the general title of Mozart  at Angkor  

This performance is an historic cultural event in itself - the first 

time a classic opera has been staged in Cambodia. Local talent 

will be galvanized through partnership with acclaimed 

international opera professionals and these Cambodians will 

play leading roles in the country's artistic future. It is also the 

second stage of an even larger and more ambitious project, 

already two years in the making, culminating in a spectacular 

full production of the Magic Flute in an Angkor temple 

setting.The result of two unprecedented artistic workshops 

bringing together Cambodian traditional musicians with a 

talented young Singaporean orchestra. The March performance 

of Mozart's masterpiece will be the first time a classic opera has 

ever been performed in Cambodia. 

Mozart’s much loved The Magic Flute — a universal tale of love 

and hope — is a cornerstone of the Western operatic tradition 

that can also lay claim to have been the first hit musical, enjoying 

an unprecedented run of over a hundred performances in its first 

year... Mozart at Angkor and Amrita Performing Arts are 

working together to bring this to pass, ultimately intending to 

present three performances using a 12th century temple as an 

incomparable backdrop.  

Opera in Cambodia needs support and opera fans might well 

want to give, just go to this site to donate:  

https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/mozart-in-phnom-penh-

join-a-cultural-rebirth-music-opera#/ 
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We Are All Parking MadWe Are All Parking MadWe Are All Parking MadWe Are All Parking Mad    

By TRENCHERMAN 
Many years ago (isn’t every thing these days?) I was lucky 

enough to have dinner with Bobbie Moore, his 1966 triumph long 

behind him as was mine of the same year. He skippered the 

English team which won the World Cup and I got married. 

  During a post prandial chat I asked him what he thought the 

problem with English football was? He answered that it was the 

rise of the motor car. I did not immediately make the connection. 

He noticed my quizzical look and said that when he went to 

school, he took a tennis ball with him and dribbled it along the 

street, kicking it into the kerb and practicing his foot and ball 

skills, then on the way home an impromptu street game would 

be had with his mates. 

Nowadays, he said, you can’t do any of that because the kerb is 

covered by cars and you can’t play in the street. 

  My knowledge of football is such that I took this explanation 

and waved it around like a rattle at dinner parties. 

  Although I suspect that the problem was a deeper one than that, 

I rather liked his glib explanation although I suspect he might 

well have been having a laugh. 

  The problem has not gone away, today parking is almost as 

stressful as a trip to the dentist, especially if you need to park 

first.  

But there is some good news: for those who pass through La 

Garde Freinet at about lunch time, there is now a ‘petit’ 

restaurant, Le Bouchon, with parking, and the foods not bad 

either. 

  At the south end of the village there is a service station which 

had a ‘snack’. In the past it used to shovel up pretty average fare 

to those who did not know. Now it has been taken over by a 

charming lady who has run restaurants in the past and along 

with a menu of the usual suspects, she offers a plat du jour with 

a glass of wine for 13€. And when I tried it just last week it was 

worth its’ salt. 

  The cafe has been redecorated and is clean and bright and the 

service is excellent. 

  So in a village with difficult parking and too many restaurants 

there is another, but this one serves edible, no make that very 

edible, food. 

  Following this minor triumph, we were driving through Kent, 

in many ways for me it is the new Tuscany, sadly no vineyards, 

but thousand of hop vines, waiting, like their vinous cousins, to 

be transformed into liquid treasure, in this case real ale.  

  I have reported several times on the many fine eateries we have 

discovered and their stylish and delicious offerings at prices that, 

from down here, look cheap, and the one that stands a head and 

dandruff free shoulders above all others is the Sportsman. 

  When we first went there about 4 years ago, it was a revelation, 

not just a gastro pub but a haven of welcome, warmth and very 

fine cooking. I reported to you on this and within three months it 

had been named as restaurant of the year and it was impossible 

to get a booking. It continues to be the restaurant of the year and 

has a trophy cabinet that would look good at Wembley 

  So after every disappointing call for a table I have had to find 

alternative arrangements, not a big problem, but however good, 

just not quite the same. 

  I did not stop trying and a couple of weeks ago, after my usual 

phone call to try for a table, I replaced the receiver with a smile 

on my face. I had a booking. 

  The pub is in Seasalter. Where? Seasalter used to be nowhere, 

on the road from Faversham to Whitstable and vice versa. It is 

noted for being below sea level but just above the salt marshes. 

But now it is a destination, it is the place where the best 

restaurant in England, for three years running, is to be found. 

  A large carpark surrounds it. Last Wednesday it was full. I 

suspect that it is full every day, but even this did not defeat me, 

although the bush may never be the same again. 

  Revisiting a great memory can be a disappointing path to follow 

so it is always with some trepidation that I approach an event 

like this, specially during lent when I have foresworn the evils of 

drink and even the pleasures of it. 

  The welcome was warm the chalk board menu was a problem, 

too many things I wanted, too much temptation, but with the 

same determination with which I had parked, I sorted out my 

choices. And even she who had also got up early, made her 

choices. 

  I chose a pork terrine to start, She took the cauliflower soup and 

my son went for the cured salmon fillet with pickled vegetables 

and oyster mayonnaise. 

  My terrine was chunky and moist and porky, the cauliflower 

soup had a flavour of ten cauliflowers condensed into one, a taste 

not to be forgotten, and the cured salmon was a treat with the 

oyster mayonnaise tasting more of oysters that many an oyster. 

  Plates went back clean and shiny. 

A take on Peking duck pleased she who loves Chinese food: leg 

of lamb with fresh mint sauce kept a smile on my son’s face and 

for me slow cooked shoulder lamb with the kind of mashed 

potatoes which make an Irishman cry, and cabbage to boot. 

  All that was wrong was the lack of a hearty red to wash it 

down, but that was my fault not theirs. 

  The pudding menu arrived and amongst the delights was 

Bramley apple soufflé with salted caramel ice cream. 

  I said yes without hesitation, she who had eaten well and left 

clean plates declined a pud saying that she would have some of 

mine. Oh no you don’t, says I, have your own for I want all of 

mine! So she did and yet another clean plate was delivered back 

to the kitchen. 

  The secret of the success of this wonderful roadhouse is not just 

the excellent cooking, but it is the choice of good old fashioned 

food which can be recognised, on a plate (not on a piece of slate), 

and over fulfils its promise.    Our bill for three was under £130 

without drinks, damn it. 

`Pip, pip 

**In my current article I made mention of vineyards in Kent and 

the lack of them, I have been inundated with people telling me 

that there are over 50 vineyards in Kent and that a number of 

them have produced award winning wines and even beaten 

Champagne in taste tests in Paris. So I stand corrected. 
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It had been assumed that Silvio Berlusconi would control the Italian 
Right. Suddenly the EU could be looking at a Lega prime minister named 
Matteo Salvini who plays by very different rules  

THE EU & ELECTIONS – ITALY & 
GERMANY ! 
“”European Union rules are helping less wealthy nations 

swipe jobs from their bigger partners, Italy’s industry 

ministry said yesterday (20 February), as plans by a 

multinational to shift production to Slovakia took centre 

stage in the national election campaign. 

Embraco, a Brazil-based firm controlled by US domestic-

appliance giant Whirlpool, has announced it will close a 

factory in northern Italy that makes compressors for fridges, 

at a cost of 497 jobs, and relocate to eastern Europe.  

Confirmation of the move came on Monday, less than two 

weeks before a 4 March election, and was seized on by 

opposition parties like the far-right League which have long 

blamed the EU for Italy’s many economic woes.”” 
Events like this could well swing the balance in the 
upcoming Italian election, where anti EU parties are 
gaining strength hour by hour.  
As Ambrose Evans-Pritchard commented in a very blunt 

warning at the weekend after which polls can not longer be 

conducted,  vis a vis the Italian election -   

“”Large Anglo-Saxon banks and hedge funds are quietly 

advising clients to brace for trouble ahead of the Italian elections 

in early March, warning that a late surge by anti-EU populist 

parties threatens to shatter Europe’s brief political calm. 

A new batch of polls over the weekend showed a further 

hollowing out of the Italian political centre, with rising risks of 

gridlock or even the "nightmare scenario" of a radical coalition in 

open breach of EU treaty law. 

Bankers in London and elsewhere are ‘shorting’their positions re 

exposure to Italian Banks and major companies, as polls show 

increasingly a swing to the Lega (formerly du Nord, but which 

now is embracing the South!) and the 5 Star party.  

This would propel Lega leader Matteo Salvini – who calls the 

euro a “crime against humanity”– to the centre of European 

politics. “If we win by one vote, Salvini will be prime minister, it 

is as simple as that,” said Claudio Borghi, the party’s economics 

spokesman. The Lega has not dropped its anti-euro platform. It 

still wishes to restore the lira but now prefers to move step by 

step with salami tactics, a sort of reverse "Monet Method". It 

plans to issue tradeable "perpetual Treasury notes" to pay off 

contractors and government arrears, creating a de facto parallel 

currency within the euro that subverts monetary union from the 

inside. It vows to amend the Italian constitution to establish the 

primacy of Italian law over EU law, introducing a so-called 

"Karlsruhe clause" that mimics the posture of the German 

constitutional court. 

“We will have a very open chat with the guys in Brussels and tell 

them we couldn’t care less about the bloody deficit. We have to 

do a stimulus programme to achieve sustainable growth, and we 

believe the debt-to-GDP ratio will come down because of the 

denominator effect,” said Mr Borghi. 

“We’re very relaxed about what the EU can do to us. The 

difference between Greece and Italy is that we pay the EU 

money. We are a net contributor,” he said. 

Such a government would clearly be at daggers drawn with 

Brussels over everything from fiscal policy to the migrant crisis. 

Unemployment in Italy stands at 10.8 percent, four percentage 

points higher than in 2008, while in the south it stands at almost 

18.3 percent, up 7.2 points in a decade. 

Youth unemployment in the south is 46.6 percent, 13 points up 

on 2008 levels, spelling trouble for young people, who see little 

hope of building a career in Italy and emigrate abroad. 

The rising tide of poverty and lack of economic opportunities has 

led to a surge in emigration. Between 2006 and 2017, the number 

of Italians officially registered as living abroad rose 60 percent, 

from three to almost five million. 

And Italian expats abroad all have the right to vote, and 

could well have a major effect on the upcoming election. 

5 Million Italian expats, who have been forced to leave 

Italy to find jobs, may well express their anger at the 

election! 

The Fondazione Migrantes, which monitors migrant flows, 

believes the number is much higher, with many Italians failing to 

check in with their local embassy in their new foreign homes. 

One such, Carmen has already left, fed up with low-paying part-

time jobs, and moved to Glasgow in Scotland, where she works 

for the McDonald’s fast food chain. 

“I told her she would be back within three or four days. That was 

three years ago and she is adamant that she will never return,” 

said Biondi. “That is hard for a father to hear, but there is nothing 

here for young people. No future.” 

Italy offers little welfare help to young people. Only 4 percent of 

all social spending goes to the under-40s, while 77.2 percent goes 

to those aged over 65, which is why pensioners often play such a 

vital role in family finances. 

The danger for the eurozone authorities is now of a 
different kind: Italians have become deeply cynical 
about the moral claims of the EU project and the lack 
of solidarity when it matters. There is a pervasive 
feeling that monetary union was "gamed" by others –
 chiefly Germany – at great cost to the Italian industrial 
economy, and that Italy was then left alone to tackle 
the migrant crisis after the Balkan route was closed. 
The riposte of Italy’s rebel parties is to fight back by 
taking matters into their own hands. The EU’s 
permanent political crisis has not disappeared. It has 
mutated. 
 
And let’s not forget Chancellor Merkel – as well as more recent 

worries  -might be facing another Waterloo as the votes of her 

party are counted this Sunday March 4th, the same day as the 

Italian election, ructions might well be roaring all round the EU!! 
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Smog – Diesel highway  

*If Volkswagen could recall and retrofit all affected German-sold 

vehicles by the end of 2017, “this would avert 2,600 additional 

premature deaths". 

THE EU & GERMANY 
DIESELGATE  
BLOOD ON THEIR HANDS !! 
The German automotive industry has been stuffing noxious CO2 

gases down our lungs for so long, for quite a few years, with 

absolutely NO challenge from the OH SO Virtue Signalling 

European Union.   And Dieselgate is not new, it goes back quite a 

way. 

I have tried to compile the evidence, from lots of 
sources, all of which points to the inevitable 
conclusion, that despite all of its virtue signalling as 
an upholder of environmental concerns, clean air, 
alternatives to fossil fuel, disgust at non signers of the 
Paris Accord, etc. that actually the EUROPEAN UNION 
& THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT  is totally incapable 
of protecting its citizens, from the worst excesses of 
private industry, in this case, and the most important 
to date, the German automotive industry.   Could it be 
because Germany pays the highest contribution to 
support the EU? 
WHAT IS THE POINT OF THE EU AND THE EU 
PARLIAMENT - COSTING THE EU TAXPAYERS 
BILLIONS AND BILLIONS EACH YEAR, WITH ITS 
BLOATED, ARROGANT AND INCOMPETENT 
BUREACRACY - IF THEY CANNOT PROTECT 
CITIZENS OR PROSECUTE AND BRING TO 
JUSTICE SUCH COMPANIES AS VOLKSWAGEN, 
DAIMLER, MERCEDES, BMW, BOSCH. ? 

THE GREEN LIGHT FOR 
DIESELGATE   

 
Read this so called MISSION STATEMENT from the EU Ministry 

of Environment  which claims the following on its website:  

“’Preventing pollution 
“”Pollution can have severe health impacts. EU efforts 
concentrate on stopping pollution before it happens, 
and putting a price on it – to make polluters 
responsible for their actions. 
Every year hundreds of thousands of Europeans die 
prematurely from breathing polluted air. Industry, 
transport and domestic heating all contribute to air 
pollution, so we have measures to stop pollution 
before it actually happens. 
Particulate matter penetrates deep into the lungs, with 
serious consequences. EU legislation aims to ensure 
that levels will fall over time. The Commission takes 
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this very seriously , and legal action has been taken to 
make Member States enforce their legislation properly. 
Pollution always comes from somewhere. European 
environmental legislation is based on the "polluter 
pays" principle, which identifies the source of 
pollution and obliges polluters to pay for damage 
caused. This encourages businesses to remove 
harmful pollutants before any damage occurs.”” 

And the EU Environment Ministry have 
done NOTHING! 
If anything  demonstrates the complete incomptence of both the 

EU Commission and Parliament in the face of the Dieselgate 

scandal it is this statement:  

Euractiv – James Crisp – 4 April 2017 

“”Plans to create a central pan-European Union 
agency to stop another Dieselgate 
scandal reached the end of the road today in 
Strasbourg.”” 
“”MEPs put the brakes on the idea, which gained impetus after it 

was revealed Volkswagen had routinely cheated emissions tests. 

There was little chance of the agency getting the go-ahead and 

making it across the finishing line in the final non-binding 

recommendations to the Commission and the Council. 

The Commission was lukewarm on the idea. 
The resources and powers needed to effectively police 
the bloc are considerable.  “” 
Dieselgate and the noxious guff it pumped into our 
lungs were, in policymakers’ final reckoning, just not 
worth the money or political effort needed to get the 
agency off the ground. 
The European People’s Party even sent out a press 

release boasting they had killed off the plan.The agency would 

have added unnecessary red tape and taken too long to set up, it 

said. 

Meantime the EU has spent €500 million on self promotion and 

publicity, and has just signed up another promotion effort via 

publicity at EUFA matches, presumably to sign up idiot 

footballer ýobs'to ’the flag, for some unknowable vast sum!! 

The USA’s Environmental Protection Agency 
uncovered Dieselgate. If they hadn’t, many more 
polluting cars would be on Europe’s roads. 
The company (VW) is estimated to have paid more than $26bn 

(£18bn), not counting its own lawyers’ fees, in settlement of US 

government charges and as compensation to American diesel 

owners. 

However Volkswagen insists that while it pleaded guilty to 

criminal charges in America, it broke no laws in Europe.  

Basically what has emerged as the attitude of VW and other 

German makers of diesel cars is,  “Tough, you bought a car, it 

works, what are you complaining about?  If you want a ‘çleaner’’ 

car, buy a New One!” 

Yet what has emerged over the past few years was more than 

legal nicety. It was also about the moral standing of a company 

that boasted about “clean” diesel while installing devices 

concealing its dirtiness; a company that gassed monkeys not to 

save human lives but to advance corporate goals. 

So whilst the US EPA managed to bring VW to court, pay a huge 

fine, and got redress for purchasers of VW’s and toher cars, the 

EU has done NOTHING to protect EU citizens, despite garnering 

thousands upon thousands of euros from EU taxpayers, and 

forced purchasers of such cars to join Multi action class lawsuits, 

nd thousands of such owners have done just that. 

One of the biggest Class action lawsuits is being filed din 

Germany, by German owners *** see more, other class action 

lawsuits are being filed in Sweden, the UK, France , and other 

countries by furious diesel car owners.  

Berlin journalist Ursula Weidenfeld summed up the revulsion 

felt by many. She wrote last week in the Financial Times: “The 

scandal represents much more than primates being exposed to 

exhaust fumes. Where was the debate over the ethics? Or an 

effective compliance team? And more fundamentally, where was 

any sense of historical awareness?” She described the monkey 

scandal as “evidence of the moral degradation of Germany’s 

corporate elite”. 

Before the emissions scandal erupted, Germany’s chancellor, 

Angela Merkel, visited California to deliver a personal complaint 

about the toughness of the state’s diesel emission standards, 

which were restricting German sales in a key US market. “Merkel 

has been the chief lobbyist for the auto industry — pretty 

extraordinary for a head of state,” cosy chats with the then 

Californian Governor, Austrian  Schwarzenegger, 

The $26bn American price tag for the emissions scandal was 

based on nearly 600,000 affected cars. In Europe there are an 

estimated 8.5m VW-made diesels. Any serious attempt to punish 

VW might end up bankrupting the company. 

BLOOD ON THEIR HANDS  
30 JANUARY 2018 • 10:00PM 

German car-makers have “blood on their hands” due to rigging 

diesel exhaust tests which led to the deaths of thousands of 

Britons, the Government's former chief scientist has said.  

Professor Sir David King said it was “simply astonishing” that 

Volkswagen, BMW and Daimler had performed rigged 

experiments on monkeys and that such duplicity had caused the 

deaths of large numbers of people in the UK.  The Government’s 

Chief Scientific Adviser until 2007, Sir David described being 

duped into believing diesel capture technology was safe during a 

trip to a British testing lab in 2004, prompting a policy shift in 

favour of diesel cars. 

His intervention came as Volkswagen suspended one of its most 

senior lobbyists over the latest scandal. 

Thomas Steg, head of international and government relations at 

the carmaker, was suspended pending a full enquiry after taking 

responsibility for VW’s involvement, the company said. 

Sir David told The Telegraph: “The number of early fatalities in 

Britain is really very, very large due to NOx (nitrogen oxides) air, 

with governments across Europe encouraging diesel on the basis 

that the catalyst traps worked. 

“These companies have blood on their hands - I say that without 

any doubt.”    

Germany’s leading carmakers scrambled to distance themselves 

from tests carried out in the US in 2014 in which monkeys were 

forced to breathe diesel exhaust for several hours in an attempt to 

prove it was not dangerous to human health. 

They are also facing questions over separate tests carried out in 

Germany in which human subjects were exposed to potentially 

toxic nitrogen oxides. 

The German scientist behind the controversial experiments on 

monkeys to test the harmful effects of diesel exhaust fumes says 

there is no way senior management at the carmakers including 

BMW, Volkswagen and Daimler did not know about the trials. 
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Helmut Greim, who chaired the research advisory board of the 

now-defunct European Research Group on Environment and 

Health in the Transport Sector (EUGT) that commissioned the 

monkey trials, said representatives from all three carmakers 

met with his team on a quarterly basis to discuss the think 

tank’s work. 

All the carmakers have distanced themselves from the live trials 

carried out in the U.S. — which included caging 10 monkeys to 

assess prolonged exposure to emissions — and have sought to 

place the blame on junior employees. Both Volkswagen and 

Daimler have also suspended employees with ties to the monkey 

tests. The idea for the tests, reported by the New York Times, 

was to see if modern diesel engines were cleaner than older 

engines, and if diesel exhaust was a carcinogenic. 

“The bosses of Volkswagen and Daimler Benz and BMW, they 

respond that they don’t know anything about that. That’s not 

true,” said Greim, an 82-year-old professor at the Technical 

University of Munich, in an interview with POLITICO. He is 

also a member of the European Commission’s Scientific 

Committee on Occupational Exposure Limits. 

This isn’t just an environmental issue. More than 70,000 

Europeans a year die early because of the high levels of nitrogen 

dioxide in cities. Such deaths may have been prevented if 

carmakers had played by the rules. Protections are 

strengthened in the report, which also calls for new enforcement 

powers. But the woman who designed the EPA system that 

snared VW has repeatedly said that only a central agency 

could stop another scandal. 

A recent report by the Dieselgate committee admits 
member states and the Commission knew for more 
than a decade that nitrogen oxide emissions from 
diesel cars were much higher on the road than in lab 
conditions. 
No regulator in Europe suspected or searched for the 
defeat devices used by VW. The Commission failed to 
control car manufacturers and the national 
governments that protected them. 
That regulators in Europe failed to spot the scam should have 

given MEPs pause for thought before they slammed the brakes 

on the new central agency. 

LOBBYISTS 
Meantime lobbyists on behalf of the car industry do their 

damnests to limit effects on their employers  

The auto lobby is second only to the financial industry in the 

hallways of EU power as reported to the European Union's 

transparency registry. That official list is considered a low 

estimate but in it, Volkswagen hires 43 full-time lobbyists who 

work to protect its interests. "It's impossible to estimate how 

many there are," said Jos Dings, head of the non-governmental 

group Transport and Environment. Though lobbying is perfectly 

legal, the thousands of lobbyists in Brussels often work "under 

the radar", he said. 

The car industry annually spends about "20 million euros 

($22.3 million), with half of that from the big German players: 

Volkswagen, Daimler and Opel," said Pascoe Sabido, of lobby 

watchdog the Corporate European Observatory. 

These lobbyists solicit the European Commission at all levels, 

from commissioners and their chiefs of staff to the estimated 700 

expert groups that guide EU policy at the most detailed level. 

 

 

Euractiv 30 Jan 2018 
”Toxic air kills 400,000 people prematurely across the EU, so 
that’s why environment ministers were summoned to 
Brussels  for what was billed as a make-or-break chance to 

explain themselves or face legal action. But they seemed to get 

nothing more than a slap on the wrist. 

Nine ministers from member states that have been breaking air 

quality laws for some time arrived in Brussels this morning for a 

dressing down from EU environment boss Karmenu Vella.”” 

And after Vella confirmed that legal action would be an option if 

answers weren’t forthcoming or good enough, it was fair to 

expect that one or the other would come out of today’s meeting. 

But neither did. 

Result:   Nothing, a slap on the wrist, time to submit more 

results! 

Euractiv 5 Feb 2018 
The revelation that German carmakers have tested diesel 

exhaust fumes on monkeys is just the most recent in an 

appalling catalogue of scandals in which the German auto 

industry has been embroiled, writes Greg Archer. 

From: Greg Archer is the clean vehicles director with sustainable 

transport group, Transport & Environment (T&E). 

The revelations that VW, Daimler and BMW commissioned 

research that forced monkeys and healthy human subjects to 

breathe toxic diesel fumes in a perverted attempt to prove their 

cars were clean is abhorrent. 

The methods bear shocking similarities to the tactics of the 

tobacco industry that funded research to disprove cigarettes 

were harmful with the explicit goal to undermine evidence from 

the World Health Organisation. It reveals a blurring of moral 

standards in German carmakers that starkly contrasts with the 

glossy brands the companies spend a fortune cultivating. 

The disclosures give insights into the ways the car industry 

seeks to undermine health and environmental concerns by 

bankrolling apparently independent institutes such as the 

now-defunct European Research Group on Environment and 

Health in the Transport Sector (known in Germany as the 

EUGT). EUGT was wholly funded by the German carmakers 

and auto supplier Bosch and was responsible for 

commissioning the odious experiments. …… 

“”Meanwhile, regulators are asked to regulate a multi-billion 

euro industry on a shoestring budget and thus become reliant on 

industry data and studies that then form the basis of pessimistic 

impact assessments. 

The response of the companies shows little has been learned 

from the Dieselgate scandal. In 2015, the initial response was to 

claim “a handful of rogue engineers” at VW were responsible for 

the emissions cheating. 

But it quickly emerged that the tactic of turning down the 

exhaust controls was widespread across the industry and known 

at board level. Jump forward to 2018, each company has 

suspended a senior manager that they will undoubtedly 

scapegoat in a desperate attempt to protect what remains of their 

shredded credibility. 

No doubt the internal witch-hunts will identify other 

“conspirators” who will be sacrificed to protect those who have 

created the toxic culture within the German car industry where 

the ends justify the means. 
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VW SUSPENDS CHIEF LOBBYIST OVER 
EMISSION TESTS ON MONKEYS  - SCAPEGOAT !  

Germany’s scandal-hit auto giant Volkswagen on Tuesday (30 

January) suspended its chief lobbyist Thomas Steg as outrage 

mounted over monkey and human experiments to study the 

effects of diesel exhaust fumes. 

“The car industry in Germany is so big and important 
that all political parties are conditioned to acquiescing 
to whatever it wants,” said Jack Ewing, author of 
Faster, Higher, Farther, an account of the emissions 
scandal. “But at some point the level of public outrage 
may force them to take action. These are dangerous 
times for German car makers.” 
The cheating of NOx emissions tests exposed by Dieselgate is not 

unique and has also been shown in laboratory tests for CO2 and 

fuel economy. No doubt engineers have already been busy 

identifying flexibilities in the new WLTP test to distort the 

results. 

The introduction of WLTP and new real-world tests for air 

pollutants are a step forward – as is the strengthening of the 

system of vehicle approval, including greater oversight by the 

European Commission. 

But ultimately the system will not work unless there is robust 

enforcement and harsh sanctions for cheats that necessitate a 

culture change within the industry. This explains why 
American VW customers were compensated while 
here in Europe there are 35 million grossly polluting 
diesels circulating on our roads. 
The monkey business is just the most recent in an appalling 

catalogue of scandals in which the German auto industry is 

embroiled. Dieselgate continues with tens of millions of dirty 

diesels still on Europe’s roads, but there are no concerted actions 

to fix these cars EU-wide. 

Truck manufacturers have recently been fined €3.8 billion for a 

cartel fixing the price of emissions controls. German carmakers 

are being investigated for their own cartel dating from the 1990s 

to coordinate activities on vehicle costs, suppliers and technology 

including diesel emissions controls. 

The pattern reveals an industry that is above the law. An 

attitude borne from an unhealthy relationship with German 

politics in which men rotate back and forth from boardrooms 

to the Bundestag and Länder (states) are part owners. 

Half of BMW shares remains in the hands of the Quandt family; 

20% of VW is owned by the state of Lower Saxony; Bosch is 

largely owned by a charitable foundation. The boards of each 

company seem incapable of governing the alpha males at the 

head of these perpetual wrongdoers. Their drive for sales, profits 

and prestige are unsustainable and unsupported by ethical 

business practices. 

(See Revolving Door listing Auto makers, German Govt!) 

Culture change is essential in these rogue companies to secure 

their long-term future – but scapegoating a handful of 

managers is window-dressing. 

Scientists link ‘Dieselgate’ to 5,000 
premature deaths per year in Europe 
Euractiv/AFP  18 Sept 2017 

Emissions from diesel cars rigged to appear eco-friendly may 

be responsible for 5,000 extra deaths from air pollution per year 

in Europe alone, according to a new study published on 

Monday (18 September). 

The numbers are in line with previous assessments of deaths due 

to the so-called “Dieselgate” scandal, which erupted when 

carmaker Volkswagen admitted in 2015 to cheating on vehicle 

emissions tests. 

The researchers from Norway, Austria, Sweden and the 

Netherlands calculated that about 10,000 deaths in Europe per 

year can be attributed to small particle pollution from light duty 

diesel vehicles (LDDVs).       Almost half of these would have 

been avoided if emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) from diesel 

cars on the road had matched levels measured in the lab. 

If diesel cars emitted as little NOx as petrol ones, almost 4,000 

of the 5,000 premature deaths would have been avoided, said 

the authors. 

The countries with the heaviest burden are Italy, Germany, and 

France, the team added, “resulting from their large populations 

and high share of diesel cars in their national fleets.” 

Diesel cars are 10 times more toxic than 
trucks and buses, data shows 
Euractiv/Guardian, 6 Jan 2017 
Modern diesel cars produce 10 times more toxic air pollution 

than heavy trucks and buses, new European data has revealed. 

The stark difference in emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx) is due 

to the much stricter testing applied to large vehicles in the EU, 

according to the researchers behind a new report. They say the 

same strict measures must be applied to cars. 
Dieselgate-style fraudsters should face prison, says UN 
boss – but they don’t and they won’t !  
Dieselgate-style fraudsters should face tough punishments, 

including prison sentences, for cheating air pollution rules, the 

executive director of the United Nations Environment 

Programme said today (20 December  2017). 
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The Three Students Who Uncovered 
'Dieselgate' 
I first started reading up on ‘’Dieselgate”after finding the story in 

Der Spegel, an excellent, documentary account of the affair.  

DER SPEIGEL  Oct 23 2017 

“”The diesel emissions scandal has already cost Volkswagen 25 

billion euros, and no end is in sight. But how did it start? In a 

corrugated iron shack in the forests of West Virginia, 

discovered by a trio of university students. 

Arvind, Hemanth and Marc actually only came to the United 

States to attend university. Arvind Thiruvengadam and 

Hemanth Kappanna are both from India, from Chennai and 

Bangalore, respectively, while Marc Besch is from Biel, 

Switzerland. They all ended up in West Virgini. 

Attached to West Virginia University is an institute for emissions 

research - also, perhaps, not the field of study you dream of 

when you're around 30 and aspiring to a career in auto 

engineering. The institute is called the Center for Alternative 

Fuels Engines and Emissions (CAFEE), located in an 

unprepossessing corrugated iron structure in a clearing in the 

hills of West Virginia.   

This is where Arvind, Hemanth and Marc began measuring 

emissions. First truck emissions and then passenger cars - until 

they accidentally uncovered a scandal that brought the world's 

biggest carmaker at the time to its knees. The emissions tests 

carried out by Arvind, Hemanth and Marc have already cost the 

Volkswagen company around 25 billion euros, mainly in 

buybacks, fines and settlements, and that is by no means the end 

of it. Because of a study written by these three students, former 

VW managers are wanted by the FBI, one has been arrested in 

the U.S. and others are in custody in Germany. One German 

politician called the diesel scandal "the biggest industrial scandal 

since World War II." 

To cut a good, but long story short, it is well worth reading,  

West Virginia - This is where Hemanth Kappanna was sitting 

one gloomy November day in 2012 when the International 

Council of Clean Transportation's (ICCT) invitation to tender 

came in. The organization carries out technical and scientific 

analyses it then makes available to environmental watchdogs. 

This time, the ICCT was looking for a lab where the so-called 

clean diesel technology used in German car manufacturing could 

be tested.   Clean diesel? Really? 

"The term 'clean diesel' sounded somewhat fascinating in our 

ears," says Hemanth. "It came with a certain ambiguity." 

These three tendered for the commission and won it. 

They then put together a laborious, but effective  Mobile 

Laboratory, buying three sample cars, VW etc. from separate 

sources, dealerships and tested them.  

The rest is not quite history, as they did not suspect that the 

emissions were being doctored by computer thief mechanisms. 

Rather, they found their results incompatible with so called 

previous tests (in laboratory conditions) but unexplainable. 

“”Their next task was to analyze the results and write them up. 

None of them felt like it. They hadn't come up with an 

explanation and they had all moved on to other projects that 

seemed more interesting. They did nothing at all with the results 

for the time being.  Six months later, Marc finally sat down to 

write up the research. He came up with a 117-page report with 

the title "In-Use Emissions Testing of Light-Duty Diesel 

Vehicles in the United States." 

In March 2014 he presented it at a conference in San Diego. It was 

held at the Hyatt Regency and 200 people attended - executives 

from the oil industry and representatives from automobile 

manufacturers but also agents from regulatory bodies. Delegates 

from VW's compliance department, who were responsible for 

ensuring that VW abided by American standards, were also 

there. 

Marc didn't think the presentation would make too many waves, 

he was mainly just relived he'd finished it on time. He didn't 

actually identify the cars in the study, referring to them simply as 

Vehicle A, Vehicle B and Vehicle C. 

After he'd delivered his paper, the audience began trying to 

guess which cars he'd been talking about. For car experts, it 

wasn't hard to figure it out on the basis of the engine types and 

the emissions technologies in question. Vehicle A and Vehicle B 

were obviously Volkswagens. 

The Rest is History 

“”One member of the audience was Alberto Ayala, deputy head 

of CARB and a former faculty member at West Virginia 

University. He had known Dan Carder for 20 years and he was 

the man who had allowed the students to use the CARB 

laboratory in El Monte. He knew about the test results and he 

knew that Dan Carder's students were reliable. 

The figures compiled by Arvind, Hemanth and Marc began to 

snowball into something entirely different - and much bigger. 

The emissions problems were now also a health issue - nitrogen 

oxide is linked to bronchitis, lung disease and heart problems. In 

bright sunlight, NOx emissions turn into smog.  …. 

“”NOx emissions are a serious problem in California, a state 

that's home to a population of 39 million people and 25 million 

cars, and where the sun shines on most days. That's why 

California's emissions standards are so strict. And Ayala's 

California Air Resources Board has made sure that, unlike in 

Germany, failure to comply with these standards will be 

investigated. Investigators started demanding answers from 

Volkswagen. The rest is history. 

“”On Sept. 18, 2015, when the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency revealed VW 's diesel dupe to the world, it 

had been awhile since Hemanth, Arvind and Marc had even 

thought about Volkswagen. 
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A Monkey on Their Back 

German Carmakers Have Lost All 

Moral Standing 
The scandal over exhaust experiments on monkeys 

shows just how unscrupulous Volkswagen, BMW and 

Daimler are when it comes to manipulating the public. 

Anything goes when it comes to diverting attention from 

the dangers inherent in diesel. 

Der Spiegel - February 02, 2018  
This article repays reading in full, one needs to understand the 

depths to which the German automotive industry has fallen1 

When auto industry executives come together to party, the smell 

of exhaust fumes is far from disagreeable. It's also perfectly 

acceptable to exalt a past when cars were still allowed to stink 

and nobody much cared. As such, a classic car center in Berlin 

was the perfect place to hold the New Year's reception for the 

German Association of the Automotive Industry on Tuesday of 

this week. There was plenty of room and glittering old cars were 

everywhere, their motors roaring as bluish smoke poured out of 

their exhaust pipes. 

The only thing that wasn't allowed to pollute the air was 

honesty. 

Around 700 guests from the worlds of politics, industry and 

science attended the event. Germany's acting minister of 

transport, Christian Schmidt of the Bavarian Christian Social 

Union party, gave a speech and proved himself a master at 

dodging the elephant in the room. He said there are "things" that 

are "anything but petty," adding that "challenges" had arisen 

through "behavior" that had been "improper." 

The minister knew exactly what the heads of German car 

companies wouldn't want to hear at a party hosted by their chief 

lobbying association. Unfortunately, he yielded to that sentiment. 

Schmidt didn't say anything about how the automobile 

companies had deceived and manipulated and tricked and 

cheated. And he didn't go anywhere near the fact that the 

products they produce are making the air in our cities toxic. 

And there was one word that he took special pains to avoid: 

monkey. Instead, he said he could provide some advice on the 

issue "that had recently been added" to the list of problems facing 

the industry. "I am also the animal welfare minister, after all," he 

told the crowd. 

Very funny. 

The scandal surrounding dubious emissions tests on macaques 

commissioned by Volkswagen, BMW and Daimler can no longer 

be played down with tedious jokes and vague preaching. In 

recent days, we have witnessed a number of top German 

carmakers lose the last modicum of what little credibility they 

still possessed. 

The list of scandals is long: visits to whorehouses submitted as 

company expenses, manipulation of diesel engines in millions of 

cars, cartel-style collusion between alleged competitors. Scandal 

after scandal has been exposed and condemned, with few lessons 

learned. Instead, improvements were promised, and the industry 

constantly conveyed that, "We've gotten the message." The 

company he runs will now "practice greater transparency and 

honesty," VW CEO Mathias Müller said a few months back. But 

things have neither gotten any more transparent nor particularly 

honest. 

Next week, the presidium of the VW supervisory board is to 

meet to address the scandal and decide on steps to be taken in 

response. But members of the oversight body are getting tired of 

looking like fools to the outside world. 

A source on the supervisory board of one of the German car 

companies says they are "pissed off." There is also talk of "hide-

and-seek games" and "moral light-footedness." One board 

member rang the alarm, saying: "The automobile industry is well 

on its way toward destroying its reputation altogether." This 

time, it seems, there may actually be true consequences as a 

result of the scandal. 

Monkey Business 

German politicians are using the affair to ratchet up pressure on 

automakers. They are threatening further recalls of suspicious 

diesel models and they are also demanding additional 

concessions. So far, German carmakers had only wanted to pay a 

portion of the capital for a planned special environmental fund 

for municipalities aimed at offsetting the harm caused by their 

motors. But this week, automaker CEOs caved in. After a crisis 

meeting with acting Transport Minister Schmidt on Tuesday, 

they indicated they were prepared to shoulder a total 

contribution of 250 million euros. The monkey tests are going to 

be expensive. 

The scandal was exposed by an American lawyer who has never 

been involved in a case of this magnitude before. Michael 

Melkersen runs a small law firm in New Market, Virginia, a 

small town with only 2,000 residents. The most conspicuous 

things that stand out on his resume are his hobbies: poker and 

extreme sports. But during the diesel scandal, in which 

Melkersen represented VW customers seeking damages, he dug 

deeper than most of his colleagues. 

He wanted to know from VW if the company had tested the 

effects the diesel emissions would have on humans. But 

Melkersen says he wasn't provided with a satisfactory answer. So 

he began spending nights sifting through files from the VW trial. 

At one point, he stumbled across a series of dubious emails. In 

them, executives at the company expressed concern that stricter 

health regulations could impede the success of its diesel models. 

For example, a high-level Audi lobbyist offered VW management 

in the U.S. "guidance" on Dec. 6, 2012, on how "counter-

messaging" could be formulated. The World Health Organization 

had recently classified diesel emissions as a carcinogen. It stated 

that other studies should be cited that might "contradict" the 

WHO report. The mail said that requests had also been 

submitted to Audi headquarters in Ingolstadt. 

Questionable Expertise 
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Such missives served as a clear clue to Melkersen that the 

company had manipulated not only its engines, but also public 

opinion -- with questionable expertise that had been generated 

by scientists who had been bought. 

Starting in 2007, BMW, Daimler, Volkswagen and Bosch 

maintained a joint lobby organization that was disguised as a 

research institute. The European Research Association for the 

Environment and Health in the Transportation Sector (EUGT) 

purported to dedicate itself to the "environmental-medical effects 

of road traffic." 

But the staff in leadership posts alone shows that the institute 

was in no way interested in independent research. EUGT head 

Michael Spallek, for example, had previously spent years 

employed as a leading company doctor at VW. He retained his 

VW email address, even after his move to EUGT. 

The results of the institute's research were accordingly one-sided. 

The efficacy of low emission zones in cities that place restrictions 

on driving cars with high emissions? There's no proof, according 

to one essay the lobby group managed to place in a trade 

publication for respiratory medicine. Nighttime noise pollution 

from cars? It's no problem, as long as it's continuous. Do diesel 

emissions cause cancer? Can't be proven. 

A short time later, former VW manager and EUGT head Spallek 

approved the tests with the monkeys. "We have finished our 

discussions with the company lawyers," Spallek wrote in an 

email dating June 14, 2013. The lawyers had given the green light 

for the study to be carried out, but with one restriction: Non-

human primates were to be used instead of human volunteers. 

Several VW executives at the time were copied in the message, 

including Stuart Johnson, the head of the company's Engineering 

and Environmental Office in the United States. 

Pressure from Wolfsburg 
But it doesn't appear as though any critical questions were asked. 

The aim of the experiment with the monkeys had been to deliver 

definitive proof of how clean "German diesel" really is. The case 

files compiled by attorney Melkersen illustrate the zeal with 

which VW's people organized the test. Nothing was left to 

chance when engineer James Liang began his journey with a 

bright-red VW Beetle from California to New Mexico at the 

beginning of October 2014. 

The engineer from company headquarters in Wolfsburg, 

Germany, was already under pressure, even at that point. The 

U.S. environmental authorities had expressed their doubts about 

the emissions values of the allegedly squeaky-clean car. VW 

Chairman Martin Winterkorn had been breathing down his 

staff's necks, too. The new diesel models needed to provide the 

company with a breakthrough in the important U.S. market. As 

such, anything that might possibly preserve diesel's 

environmentally friendly façade had priority. 

Which is where the monkeys came in. As of Oct. 2, all final 

preparations had been made for the test. The VW man moved 

assiduously around the red Beetle, which had been placed on a 

chassis dynamometer. The experiment would be led by Jacob 

McDonald, an athletic young biologist who had quickly risen in 

his career at the Lovelace Respiratory Research Institute (LRRI). 

McDonald found it strange that an engineer from Volkswagen 

would be present for the test. "It's the first time that I've 

experienced that," he would later say. And what he really 

couldn't grasp was why the VW people wanted to transmit the 

entire test data in real-time to their research center in California. 

Engineer Liang had even brought along a transmission device 

especially for the task. 

It's likely that McDonald ultimately understood the odd behavior 

on Sept. 18, 2015, when news emerged that VW had been 

manipulating the exhaust systems of its diesel cars in the United 

States. During the tests on the Beetle in McDonald's lab, the VW 

engineer had to ensure that the vehicle was operating in cheat 

mode -- the ultra-clean test mode that was at the center of the 

diesel scandal two years ago. 

The next shock for McDonald and his client VW came three 

weeks later. The first results from the monkey tests were in and 

they showed exactly what the auto executives didn't want: The 

monkeys whose cages had been pumped full of exhaust from an 

old, red Ford pickup showed no significant inflammatory 

reaction, neither in their lungs nor in their upper respiratory 

tracts. Their condition contrasted sharply with those monkeys 

that had been exposed to the Beetle emissions, which showed 

signs of irritation resulting from the poisonous gas mixture. 

Eager to please their client, the scientists tried to figure out how 

to massage the results. "You may want to refine the final 

statement and remove the word 'great' in front of inflammation," 

one assistant suggested. McDonald wrote that he would feel 

uncomfortable sending out the results. They are "clearly not what 

was expected." The situation was absurd: VW still wanted the 

results even though the entire sham had already been exposed -- 

and the scientists wanted to submit their report. That, after all, 

was the condition for receiving the final payment of $71,000. 

But it never happened, because the whole farce took a rather 

bizarre turn. Contrary to the agreement, the researchers had used 

female monkeys for the study, a fact that the EUGT researchers 

and VW had learned of. But female monkeys menstruate and are 

thus unusable for experiments in which inflammation 

parameters are to be measured. Publishing the study would have 

been "a no-go," as McDonald contritely admitted during his court 

testimony. 

Doubly Pointless 
In other words, the entire experiment was doubly pointless: both 

because the wrong monkeys were used and because the 

emissions were manipulated. The entire episode was extremely 

embarrassing for the largest carmaker in the world. Not only was 

the study acutely amateurish, but it was also ethically 

reprehensible. 

Meanwhile, the scientists on the EUGT research advisory council 

also saw their academic integrity evaporating. In October 2015, 

members of the council assembled for a meeting in Berlin. One of 

them, the epidemiologist Peter Morfeld, remembers the uproar. 

Half of the council wanted to write a statement for publication on 

the EUGT website. "We wanted to clearly distance ourselves 

from the monkey experiment," Morfeld recalls. They were eager 

to avoid a situation where their own studies would be cast in 

doubt. 

But EUGT director Spallek and VW's man on the council Helmut 

Greim, who chaired the group, were opposed to such a 

statement. They likely realized how explosive the situation could 

become if the cynical experiment parameters from the U.S. 

became public. "Our statement was blocked," Morfeld says 

today. 

The researchers from EUGT, who have done work for the 

carmakers for years, now find themselves bemused by the 

protestations of auto industry executives, who insist they knew 

nothing and have blasted the studies as "unethical and 
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abhorrent" (Müller) or who profess to be "appalled" (Daimler). 

Research council chairman Greim says he believes the 

"revulsion" to be "overstated." Of course, the carmakers knew 

about the tests on monkeys and people, he says. "Their 

representatives were sitting at the table with us." 

Several scientists left the EUGT research advisory council in the 

wake of the turmoil over the experiments and, with the outbreak 

of the diesel affair, VW likewise began to grow increasingly 

uncomfortable with the institute. In November 2015, a VW 

representative said that the diesel scandal could affect the 

company's support for the institute, adding that all expenditures 

were being closely examined. But it would be another one-and-a-

half years before the organization was dissolved. Finally, in June 

of last year, a liquidator was quietly engaged who wrapped up 

EUGT for good. 

In autumn 2015, Matthias Müller had just taken over as the new 

CEO of Volkswagen, saying he "wanted to regain customers' 

trust." But the company missed the opportunity to clarify and 

disclose all of its past transgressions. And this despite the fact 

that there must have been internal knowledge of the 

embarrassing episode. 

VW attorneys have already spent months addressing the monkey 

experiments. According to U.S. court documents, company 

lawyers are trying to prevent the study from being presented in 

court, arguing that Melkersen, the attorney for the plaintiffs, is 

only interested in triggering an emotional response from the jury. 

Other Animal Experiments  
This is not the first time that VW has dealt with experiments on 

animals. Back in the 1990s, the company supported an LRRI 

research project that examined the effects of diesel emissions on 

monkeys. In the report that resulted, VW was listed as a sponsor 

along with the U.S. Department of Energy. For the study, the 

American scientists used the lung tissue from monkeys that had 

been part of a different experiment in the 1980s, which involved 

shutting 30 macaques into cages and forcing them to breathe in 

diesel fumes for seven hours per day, five days per week for 24 

months. At the end of that period, the monkeys were killed so 

that the animals' lungs could be examined under the microscope. 

The samples from those monkey experiments were then 

examined again a decade later by the VW-supported scientists 

from LRRI and compared with lung tissue from rats, which had 

also been made to inhale diesel exhaust for two years. According 

to the study's VW-friendly conclusion, diesel is likely not as 

harmful to people as earlier experiments on rats had indicated. 

VW says that it had no direct involvement in the project, noting 

that it hadn't commissioned the study nor did the company have 

direct contact with LRRI. The company only reached "a financing 

agreement with the U.S. Department of Energy," VW said in a 

statement. It was not involved in the animal experiments in 

question. The company has completely distanced itself from 

experiments on animals, as have BMW and Daimler. All three 

corporations have transferred or put on leave those employees 

who were responsible for the EUGT lobby group. Top executives, 

however, have not felt it necessary to admit any wrongdoing, 

though BMW has allowed that the company was slow in 

reacting. 

VW has blamed the fiasco on "mistakes made by individuals," a 

standpoint the company has maintained throughout "dieselgate." 

And precisely that is VW's problem -- the constant attempts to 

dodge responsibility by blaming insignificant characters like the 

lobbyist Steg. 

Company executives should be fully aware that this strategy is 

insufficient. In summer 2017, the U.S. Department of Justice 

appointed Larry Thompson as corporate monitor for VW. He 

and his team of around 60 people are keeping an eye on the 

company to ensure that both VW and Audi exhibit the 

appropriate diligence when it comes to clearing up the diesel 

affair. 

Thompson has already presented some VW managers with 

guidelines for effective leadership. "In cases of misconduct," 

the guidelines say, then it is up to the company "to take 

responsibility." 

And yet VW consistently refuses to refund or 
in any way compensate European buyers of 
VW  cars, SOME RESPONSIBILITY  
 

 
Axel Friedrich, the retired head of the Federal Environment Agency 

with a PEMS system 

HOW EU OFFICIALS IGNORED YEARS 
OF EMISSIONS EVIDENCE  
When American authorities revealed that Volkswagen 
used software to trick pollution tests, it spurred 
widespread outrage. Documents obtained by SPIEGEL 
show that European officials knew about the 
deception for years -- but didn't act on it.  
Der Spiegal – August 19 2016  

Meeting minutes, correspondence and conversation records that 

SPIEGEL ONLINE and the Swedish daily Svenska Dagbladet have 

obtained now show that the European Commission and member 

states knew, since 2010 at the latest, that the extremely harmful 

emissions from diesel cars were strikingly higher than legal 

levels. 

But apparently none of the officials wanted the automakers to tell 

them why this was the case. According to EU officials, pressure 

from countries with a strong auto industry, most notably 

Germany, significantly reduced interest in an investigation. 

Instead of doing something about the environmental policy 

violation, the Commission and the member states passed the 

buck to each other. This undignified back-and-forth even 

continued after the VW scandal about manipulated diesel cars in 

the United States was exposed in September 2015. 

EU Notified Of Problem Early On 

The EU bureaucracy was one of the first to be informed, through 

its research organizations, about the high nitric oxide emissions 

of the VW vehicle fleet. In 2007, experts with European 

Commission's Joint Research Centre (JRC) tested the emissions 

from operating diesel cars. Additional tests using the so-called 

PEMS method were performed in 2011 and 2013. The results 

were the same each time: Nitric oxide (NOX) emissions were 
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several times higher than the levels measured in type approval 

tests in the laboratory. 

Volkswagen was already making an unfavorable impression at 

the time. The biggest nitric oxide emitter in the 2011 and 2013 

tests was a VW Multivan with a diesel engine. This emerges from 

the list of names of the car models involved, which were not 

published at the time but has been obtained by SPIEGEL 

ONLINE. The other eight diesel cars, however, that were 

randomly selected by the JRC engineers for the PEMS test had 

the same problem. Be it the Fiat Scudo, Bravo or Punto, the VW 

Golf or Passat, the Renault Clio or the BMW 120d, not a single 

model even remotely complied with nitric oxide limits in normal 

operation. 

The resourceful engineers who came up with the PEMS test had 

accomplished a pioneering feat, but as the minutes from a 

workshop in November 2010 demonstrate, their successful 

efforts initially had no consequences. The workshop was 

attended by representatives of the member states and 

automakers at the invitation of Tajani's Directorate-General 

Enterprise and Industry. As the minutes of the meeting show, 

diesel cars that had been approved in accordance with the Euro 

4 and 5 emissions standards were emitting four to five times 

the allowable limit of nitric oxide during road operation. 

In the workshop, experts from the JRC, as well as from the 

Netherlands and Great Britain, arrived at a withering 

assessment. Despite the increasingly stringent Euro standards, 

they said, the nitric oxide emissions of diesel cars "are (at best) 

more or less flat," and they have been so for the last 25 years. In 

fact, they noted, the percentage of an especially dangerous gas, 

nitrogen dioxide (NO2), had even increased, because cars with 

catalyzed soot filters, which had become very common, emitted 

more of the substance. 

Tens of Thousands of Deaths Each Year 
By that point, the authorities should have been addressing the 

problem with great urgency: The air quality in many large EU 

cities was miserable. In 2008, for example, 296 of 821 zones in a 

total of 21 EU countries reported fine particulate matter levels in 

the air in excess of allowable thresholds. The NO2 limits were 

exceeded in 188 zones. Nitric oxides, especially NO2, are 

considered highly hazardous to health, with the potential to 

cause breathing problems, inflammation of the lung tissue and 

asthma. According to an April 2016 statistic by the European 

Environmental Agency, about 72,000 people in the EU die 

prematurely as a result of high nitric oxide levels every year. 

The Commission identified the main source of the gases long 

ago. According to the minutes of a meeting of European 

Commission experts in April 2010, "traffic and especially diesel 

vehicles are predominant sources of NOx (nitric oxide) and 

NO2 in urban areas." 

Still, nothing happened. Two years later, in October 2012, the 

Commission threatened at least 22 member states with 

infringement proceedings for violations of air quality directives, 

"mainly due to the exceedance of NO2 concentration levels in 

ambient air," reads an internal Commission briefing. To date, the 

European Commission has launched proceedings against nine 

countries, including Germany. More countries could follow, say 

officials. 

'A Very Peculiar Combustion Strategy' 

The auto industry tried to throw sand into the eyes of EU 

officials. They blamed the large discrepancies between 

laboratory and road tests on the testing procedures. And they 

argued that people drive differently on the road, and that wind 

and rolling friction also contributed to the discrepancies. 

 
REVOLVING DOOR – CONNECTIONS BETWEEN GOVERNMENT & 

GERMAN AUTOMATIVE INDUSTRY 

Auto      Government 
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Chancellor Merkel! 

The End of a Legend'Made in Germany' 

Label Badly Damaged By Car Scandal 
Germany's diesel scandal occurred because the 

government has long been too lenient on the 

automobile industry. Deep ties between politicians and 

the sector allowed the situation to get out of hand, with 

enormous damage to the country's reputation as one of 

the world's best carmakers.  

Der Spiegel August 04, 2017  
Angela Merkel has a talent for being at the right place at the right 

time. She's `was currently in the village of Sulden in Southern 

Tyrol on vacation. The German chancellor  fond of hiking in the 

mountains, where she can catch fresh air and admire the 

spectacular, 1,900-meter-high (6,000-foot-high) Alps. 

Some had hoped she would come down from the mountains to 

attend the diesel summit between carmakers and the German 

government on Wednesday and make a clear statement of 

position, like she did after the Fukushima nuclear disaster in 

Japan. At the time, she announced the phaseout of all German 

nuclear power plants. This time, she had the opportunity to 

chastise the automobile industry for knowingly and intentionally 

poisoning people and the environment with its diesel motors. 

But Merkel doesn't enter into battles she can't win, which is 

probably why she sat this one out. 

Instead, it was German Transportation Minister Alexander 

Dobrindt of the conservative Christian Social Union (CSU) party 

and Environment Minister Barbara Hendricks of the center-left 

Social Democratic Party (SPD) who demonstrated just how little 

power the government in Berlin has in standing up to the 

automobile industry. First, they had to move the meeting at very 

short notice to the Interior Ministry so that industry executives 

wouldn't have to have uncomfortable encounters with the 

protesters and environmental activists who had surrounded the 

Transportation Ministry. Even people who like fast cars can be 

cowards. 

After the meeting, the ministers had to present its disgraceful 

outcome at a press conference -- with Dobrindt taking up its 

preemptive defense and Hendricks pale with anger over the 

arrogant executives. They presented the minimal consensus 

offered by the industry -- namely an update to the software 

used in over 5 million diesel automobiles. But even that figure 

had been airbrushed given that VW has already installed new 

software in 1.9 million cars. It is the solution that is by far the 

most inexpensive for the carmakers, and the worst for human 

lungs. 

Of course, the government ministers are aware that this measure 

will not be sufficient to significantly improve the air quality in 

cities. Environmental organizations and experts have carried out 

those calculations and an administrative court in Stuttgart 

recently confirmed their findings. 

Kowtowing to the Car Industry 
It would have been easy enough for the government to use those 

verdicts as a pretext to go up against the industry. It likely would 

even have drawn applause given that pollster Civey recently 

found that 72.8 percent of all surveyed on the issue of air 

pollution believe the government is too lenient toward the 

automobile industry. Some 80.6 percent of urban residents say 

they would like to see less consideration of the industry's 

interests. 

So why is the government kowtowing to the car industry? 

The German automobile industry isn't just any industry. With 

around 800,000 jobs and over 450 billion euros in sales, it is one 

of the country's key sectors. Germany is the world's fourth-

largest car producer. That puts it in a position to blackmail the 

government. 

Pride also plays a role. The Germans invented the automobile 

and are still admired worldwide today for their engineering skill. 

"Made in Germany" is a symbol of quality -- especially when it 

comes to cars. 

That was, of course, before people found out about the German 

engineers' dirty tricks and the fact that German politicians had 

spent years covering up the cheating. It is the result of an 

unsavory amalgamation of people and interests -- a system of 

mutual financial perks and party donations, and a supervisory 

authority that, as a result of lobbying work, has withered to the 

point that it has become an extended arm of the industry. 

The government is no longer able to come down hard on 

carmakers because it has loosened the laws over the years to the 

point that few still have much impact. Heck, the company 

leaders may have had a good laugh about the government 

ministers' strict demands for a culture of greater corporate 

responsibility at the companies when they sped away from the 

meeting in their black limousines. 

They feel unassailable -- too big to fail. It would have been 

hard to surpass the arrogance of VW CEO Matthias Müller at 

the press conference following the diesel summit. He said 

hardware improvements were out of the question and, besides, 

he had not recognized any "management failures." 

No failures? What about the manipulated diesel emissions 

values, the defeat software used so that cars could cheat in 

emissions testing situations or the consultations between 

competitors that may have violated cartel law? And what about 

the threat now potentially being faced by millions of diesel car 

owners that their vehicles may soon be banned from driving in 

cities? They claim it was all legal. But was all of it legal? 

Reporting by DER SPIEGEL shows that the companies didn't just 

coordinate on harmless issues like convertible tops. The 

documents submitted by VW when it turned itself in to the 

European Commission in Brussels and the Federal Cartel Office 

in Bonn for possible violations of cartel law include some 

potentially explosive revelations. 

They indicate that Daimler, BMW, Audi and Volkswagen, by 

2006 at the very latest, agreed in their working groups on how 

to deceive CARB and EPA, two U.S. government 
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environmental agencies. They also agreed with car parts 

supplier Bosch on a joint software platform which included in 

its base version a defeat device that could manipulate 

emissions in each car in which it was installed. It meant that 

the so-called AdBlue technology built into the cars -- a urea 

solution that is used to reduce dangerous nitrogen oxide 

emissions in diesel motors -- would only truly comply with 

emissions standards in a lab testing situation. When driven on 

the road, however, they would emit far more nitrogen oxide. 

The deception made it possible for the companies to use 

smaller and less expensive tanks for the AdBlue technology. 

They also colluded on their excuse to the U.S. authorities for how 

they could meet the nitrogen oxide emissions standards with 

such a small tank. Addressing the subject, a VW employee wrote 

that people were working in a "legal gray area." 

Excuses? Gray areas? It sounds like a great deal of criminal 

planning. But, of course, they had no reason to fear strict 

oversight -- particularly when it came to politicians. 

A Secret Meeting 

It was late in the day on Nov. 3, 2015, when Angela Merkel's 

government buckled to the automobile industry. That night, 

German Transportation Minister Dobrindt and top officials in his 

ministry met with VW CEO Müller and VW supervisory board 

chairman Hans Dieter Pötsch. Few knew about the secret 

meeting and there are no notes from it. 

The question at hand was what could be done about the millions 

of diesel vehicles in which the defeat software had been 

deployed? Would the cars have to be taken off the road? Or 

would buy-back programs like the ones offered by the company 

in the United States be required? It was clear to all that the last 

option wouldn't be possible. "That would have been the end of 

VW," recalls one government official. 

The attendees at the meeting decided on a solution that would 

save VW. Müller had to agree to provide a software update. In 

exchange, the government would not pursue any additional legal 

channels that could damage Volkswagen. Dobrindt also wanted 

Müller to promise that no further defeat devices would be 

found in the company's vehicles. Müller dodged, because he 

could only hope for that to be the case. 

But Müller was still given carte blanche. Since that meeting, 

Volkswagen has been able to claim that what is prohibited as 

manipulation in the U.S. isn't a crime in Germany. The other 

companies using similar cheat technologies were also spared. 

Auditors from the Federal Motor Transport Authority (KBA) 

dispatched by Dobrindt concluded that the tricks could be 

warranted for technical reasons. "The protection of motors is 

more important in this country than the protection of people's 

lungs," Jürgen Resche, the head of Environmental Action 

Germany (DUH), says angrily. 

As soon as the German government starts expressing doubts, the 

automobile industry shows its instruments of torture. In July, the 

German Association of the Automotive Industry (VDA), a lobby 

group, presented a study by Munich's Ifo economic institute 

showing that 600,000 jobs in Germany dependent on the 

combustion technology. That has a way of keeping politicians in 

line, especially in an election year. 

Unsavory Symbiosis 
Since the days of former Chancellor Gerhard Schröder, who 

served from 1998 to 2005, Germany's leaders have been 

nicknamed the "Auto Chancellor" for their close ties to the 

industry. Schröder felt he was a patron of the industry. And 

Merkel, his successor, was quick to see the connection between 

maintaining close ties to the key industry and staying in power. 

On Sept. 23, 2008, she spoke to workers at a Volkswagen 

factory. "The German government stands behind VW. VW is a 

great piece of Germany." The sheer mass of 18,000 workers 

seemed to awe her. She had likely never spoken in front of that 

many people at one time. She said she would travel home with 

the feeling that many workers at Volkswagen wanted "Germany 

to be doing well." 

Observers of the chancellor say that visit to Wolfsburg had a 

deep impact on Merkel. A short time later, as the world faced a 

major economic crisis, she gave employees and executives at 

Germany's car companies a gift worth billions of euros in the 

form of government subsidies that saved jobs and kept the floor 

from falling out on the industry. 

The unsavory symbiosis between the government, the industry 

and the lobbying groups -- and the revolving door of personnel 

moving between them -- seems to be the root of the evil. This 

ensures that the industry has influence and access, and assures 

employees money and access to the career ladder. 

It can also cause a bit of head-scratching. A public servant who is 

supposed to one day passionately fight for the good of the 

people, is suddenly ready to contribute to their systematic 

poisoning only a moment later. 

(See Graphic table)  

Former German Transportation Minister Matthias Wissmann, 

who served as a member of Merkel's cabinet and is also a friend, 

sticks out. Today he's the president of the German Association of 

the Automotive Industry (VDA). All he has to do to get the 

chancellor's attention is send her a text message on his mobile 

phone. 

Merkel's former chief of staff at the national headquarters of her 

conservative Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party, Michael 

Jansen, now works at Volkswagen as the head of the VW's Berlin 

office, which conducts the company's lobbying. A few months 

ago, carmaker Opel's chief lobbyist, Joachim Koschnicke, left his 

job to join the CDU's election campaign team. 

'Excessive' Proposals 

All have showered the federal government with emails and 

letters in recent years to ensure that their companies' interests are 

fulfilled. 

In May 2013, VDA head Wissmann wrote to "Dear Angela" that 

she should try to hinder the European Commission's "excessive" 

proposals on CO2 targets. 

VW lobbyist Jansen also wrote to the Chancellery in July 2015 

that, on the issue of "air quality/diesel," the industry's proposals 

should be given the "greatest possible consideration." 

When he was still an Opel lobbyist, Joachim Koschnicke warned 

the head of the KBA when approval was delayed for a new Opel 

model that without it, there would be "potential effects on our 

business operations." He said it jeopardized production at five 

plants and that the "negative effects would be dramatic in every 

aspect." 

And then there's Eckart von Klaeden, who served as minister of 

state in the Chancellery from 2009 to 2013 and has since served as 

head of global external affairs at Daimler. 

Klaeden, whose nickname is "Ecki," is a particularly brazen 

example. In May 2013, Klaeden announced that he would begin 

his job as Daimler's chief lobbyist in the fall. Previously, the 

aristocrat had enjoyed an exemplary career as a conservative 

politician. He completed a law degree at Germany's respected 
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University of Göttingen, served in a fraternity, became active in 

the youth wings of the conservative Christian Democrats and got 

elected to the federal parliament, the Bundestag, at the young age 

of 28. 

During his time as a minister of state, he had already developed 

good contacts to carmakers. Evidence also exists that he was 

informed of a Daimler financial transaction worth billions. Before 

the company sold its shares in the aerospace concern EADS in 

December 2012, he had documents sent to the Chancellery 

several times and also met with Daimler's bankers a total of 23 

times. 

There wasn't a lot of commotion around Klaeden when he first 

started his new job as Daimler's chief lobbyist. He's a man who 

prefers silent lobbying. But it didn't take long for him to face his 

first test. Daimler's diesel cars were emitting massive quantities 

of nitrogen oxide, which is deleterious to health. The company's 

engineers were only able to get the emissions systems on 

Daimler's luxury automobiles through the licensing authorities' 

test labs by using tricks. 

But the measuring stations in German cities had been registering 

treacherously high levels of contaminants. In response, the 

European Commission wanted to end the practice of having 

vehicles tested exclusively in testing labs before they are 

authorized as roadworthy -- it wanted tests to take place on 

actual roads. The new procedure was called RDE, which stands 

for Real Driving Emissions. It threatened to expose the entire 

swindle. 

 

WHAT GOES AROUND, COMES 
AROUND !  OR!  IN GERMAN 
SCHADENFREUDE ! 
It seems that in the past few weeks, German Government 

ministers, Municipal officials have just woken up to realise the 

effects diesel emissions have in their cities, and its effects on the 

population. 

A surprise announcement was made mid February that the 

Governement was considering Free public transport, in order to 

get people out of their cars, and reduce toxic diesel emissions! 

“”Germany has surprised neighbours with a radical proposal 

to reduce road traffic by making public transport free, as Berlin 

scrambles to meet EU air pollution targets and avoid big fines. 

The move comes just over two years after Volkswagen's 

devastating "dieselgate" emissions cheating scandal unleashed a 

wave of anger at the auto industry, a keystone of German 

prosperity. 

"We are considering public transport free of charge in order to 

reduce the number of private cars," three ministers including 

Environment Minister Barbara Hendricks wrote to EU 

Environment Commissioner Karmenu Vella in the letter seen by 

AFP Tuesday. 

"Effectively fighting air pollution without any further 

unnecessary delays is of the highest priority for Germany," the 

ministers added.  The proposal will be tested by "the end of this 

year at the latest" in five cities across western Germany, 

including former capital Bonn and industrial cities Essen and 

Mannheim. 

The move is a radical one for the normally staid world of 

German politics -- especially as Chancellor Angela Merkel is 

presently only governing in a caretaker capacity, as Berlin waits 

for the centre-left Social Democratic Party (SPD) to confirm a 

hard-fought coalition deal. 

The only trouble was that immediately after this announcement, 

various Municipalities who had been named in the press report, 

woke up, and said, “”Excuse me, who is going to pay for this 

FREE transport??”  Dead silence.  

It was also possible that German authorities were beginning to 

realise the awful effects on their citizens health of diesel gas 

emissions, the thousands of premature deaths which are now 

directly being attributed to diesel gas emissions, and the cost to 

the national health services.   Perhaps finally the penny dropped 

that as Germans were the biggest consumers, purchasers of 

diesel cars, also German citizens, exposed to all these noxious 

diesel emissions were also going to have the highest fatality 

records, and premature deaths as a result, with a huge knock on 

effect on German health services.  

At the same time a German Environment Group together with 

the Green party brought an action in the Highest Court , 

Leipzig.   As follows:  

****A court will decide on Thursday (22 February) whether 

German cities can ban heavily polluting cars, potentially 

wiping hundreds of millions of euros off the value of diesel 

cars on the country’s roads. 

Environmental group DUH has sued Stuttgart in Germany’s 

carmaking heartland, and Düsseldorf over levels of particulate 

matter exceeding European Union limits after Volkswagen’s  

2015 admission to cheating diesel exhaust tests. 

The scandal led politicians across the world to scrutinize diesel 

emissions, which contain the matter and nitrogen oxide (NOx) 

and are known to cause respiratory disease. 

There are around 15 million diesel vehicles on German streets 

and environmental groups say levels of particulates exceed the 

EU threshold in at least 90 German towns and cities. 

Local courts ordered them to bar diesel cars which did not 

conform to the latest standards on days when pollution is heavy, 

startling German carmakers because an outright ban could 

trigger a fall in vehicle resale prices, and a rise in the cost of 

leasing contracts, which are priced on assumed residual values. 

The German states concerned, where the carmakers and their 

suppliers have a strong influence, appealed against the decisions, 

leaving Germany’s federal administrative court – the court of last 

resort for such matters – to rule on whether such bans can legally 

be imposed at local level. 

“The key question is whether bans can already be considered to 

be legal instruments,” said Remo Klinger, a lawyer for DUH. 

“It’s a completely open question of law.” 

The latest news is that the Leipzig court has deferred 
its judgement to the 27 February 2018.   Wil it go up 
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against the Garman auto making industry, who stand 
to lose a packet.  
 
…….written before the news came out!! 
 

 

BREAKING NEWS  Tuesday 27 February 2018 
 

German court rules cities can 
ban diesel cars to combat air 
pollution  
AFP – A top German court on Tuesday ruled that cities can 

impose diesel driving bans to combat air pollution, in a 

landmark decision that could shake up the auto industry and 

upend transport policies. 

Judges at the Federal Administrative Court in Leipzig found 

that local authorities have the right to enforce bans on older, 

dirty diesels from their city centres - plunging millions of 

drivers into uncertainty. 

The court did not however impose such bans itself, leaving that 

up to city and municipal authorities. The judges did however 

urge them to "exercise proportionality" in enforcing the bans. 

The case centred around the smog-clogged cities of Stuttgart 

and Duesseldorf, but could have nationwide repercussions. 

The outcome marks a major victory for the environmentalist 

group Deutsche Umwelthilfe (DUH), which sued Stuttgart and 

Duesseldorf to force them to take action against the toxic 

nitrogen oxides and fine particles emitted by older diesel 

engines. 

In a nod to concerns that the bans could slash the 
resale value of millions of older diesels, presiding 
judge Andreas Korbmacher said "certain losses will 
have to be accepted". 
Continued……  

Wow, this is some Judgement. 
AND A HUGE BLOW TO THE GERMAN  
(DIESEL) AUTO INDUSTRY  ! 
FINANCIAL TIMES – 27 Feb 2018   Last November, after car 

executives and politicians held a “diesel summit” to discuss the 

problem of older vehicles, German governments at the city, state 

and national level agreed to invest €1bn on environmental 

remediation efforts as part of a deal to avoid bans on older diesel 

cars. The outcome was deemed a failure by Jürgen Resch, head of 

the DUH, who accused Chancellor Angela Merkel of 

“submitting” to the car industry. DUH said Germany 

experiences 13,000 premature deaths each year from nitrogen 

dioxide pollution. “Our aim is to prevent them,” said Mr Resch. 

A key risk for the carmakers is that bans in various cities could 

force them to retrofit expensive hardware solutions to reduce 

emissions of nitrogen dioxide in millions of cars. So far, 

Volkswagen, BMW and Daimler have only agreed to pay for less 

expensive software upgrades. 

In one government-sponsored analysis by the Technical 

University in Munich, the cost of retrofits designed to reduce 

NOx emissions by 90 per cent would be about €1,300 per vehicle. 

A separate calculation by Volkswagen put the cost at €2,500 per 

case, he noted. Based on these estimates, the total cost to fixing 

around 5.8m older diesel cars in Germany would cost between 

€7.6bn and €14.5bn. “Diesel might get its final kiss of death 

from a court ruling,” Mr Ellinghorst said. 

GUARDIAN – 27 Feb 2018  

The industry has been vocal about its opposition to a ban, as has 

the German government, fearing it would hugely disrupt the 

lives of diesel car owners, who will not only find themselves 

unable to drive their cars but also in possession of vehicles that 

will plummet in value. 

Instead ministers led by the chancellor, Angela Merkel, have 

offered a €1bn (£880m) fund, partly paid for by the industry, to 

improve public transport and upgrade fleets to electric buses. 

Meanwhile, carmakers such as Volkswagen, BMW and Daimler 

have struck a cooperative toneafter VW’s “dieselgate” scandal, in 

which it manipulated the systems on 11m vehicles worldwide to 

fool regulators’ emissions tests. 

The companies have so far only offered updates to engine control 

software to reduce emissions, but the decision in favour of diesel 

bans could up the pressure on them to provide hardware fixes to 

heavily polluting cars. 

A refit to the more than 9m cars built before September 2015, 

when the latest Euro 6 emissions standards came into force, 

would cost at least €7.6bn, a study by Evercore bank found last 

week. 
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Car companies have already seen the market share for diesel 

vehicles in Germanyfall from 48% in 2015 to about 39% last year. 

 

THE DEATH OF DIESEL !! 
Comments on the Leipzip Court ruling 
Tuesday 27 Feb 2018 
TELEGRAPH : “”Diesel cars could be banned from German 

cities within weeks to cut air pollution following a landmark 

court ruling on Tuesday.  In a decision that is thought could 

inspire similar moves across Europe, Germany’s highest 

administrative court ruled that individual municipalities can 

ban older diesel cars from their streets in order to bring pollution 

levels down. 

The ruling sent shares in German carmakers tumbling and 

caused widespread concern among diesel car owners that their 

vehicles could lose almost all their second hand value if they are 

banned from city streets. 

Hamburg, Germany’s second-largest city, said it would impose a 

ban on some of its most polluted streets “within a few weeks”, 

and other major cities including Düsseldorf and Stuttgart, the 

home of Mercedes and Porsche, are expected to follow. 

Angela Merkel sought to calm public concerns over the ruling. 

“It's about individual cities where more needs to be done,” she 

said. “It's not really about the whole country or all the car 

owners in Germany.”   

Any diesel bans will be watched closely across Europe and could 

be copied by other countries as they seek to find ways to lower 

pollution levels. 

The UK and Germany are among several countries facing the 

threat of legal action from the European Commission unless they 

do more to solve the problem.  Tuesday's court ruling was a 

victory for German Environmental Aid (DUH), an NGO which 

sued Stuttgart and Düsseldorf, two of Germany’s most polluted 

cities, in order to force them to implement bans. 

“This is a great day for clean air in Germany,” Jürgen Resch, the 

head of the NGO said. “What we’re seeing here is a debacle for 

the government, which sided with the car industry.” 

Merkel’s comforting noises, might just strike a bit hollow in 

the ears of the German auto industry, which she and her 

Ministers have been so cosy with, for so long, allowing them to 

literally get away with murder, relaxing all the rules. 

“”Certain businesses which rely on diesel vehicles will be 

granted an exemption. But the court ruled that diesel owners 

whose vehicles were banned were not entitled to 

compensation.  At the moment there is no clear definition of 

which diesel models will be affected, and there were calls on 

Tuesday for Mrs Merkel’s government to introduce a new 

national “blue badge” to indicate which cars are clean. There 

have also been calls for carmakers to be forced to pay the cost of 

upgrading older vehicles to modern emissions standards.  

Shares in Volkswagen fell 2.3 per cent in the immediate 

aftermath of the ruling. BMW fell 1 per cent and 

Daimler, the company that makes Mercedes, fell 0.6 per 

cent. 

“”While some municipalities welcomed the decision, others were 

not so happy. The case only reached the courts because the 

regional governments in Stuttgart and Düsseldorf opposed a 

ban.  In Hamburg, however, officials were in a hurry to 

implement a ban. “Diesel restrictions in Hamburg will probably 

be the first nationwide,”  Jens Kerstan, the head of the city’s 

environment department said. “We can order the signs today 

and have them in place within a few weeks.” 

 
Presiding Judge, Andreas Korbmacher,  delivered his ruling at a court 

in Leipzig Tuesday 27 Feb 2018 

 

EXPRESS: ‘’German Chancellor Angela Merkel said that 

emissions were only slightly higher than EU limits, so only a 

few cities would experience the bans.  

She said: ”We are examining the ruling and will discuss with 

municipalities and the communes how to proceed.” 

Currently there are around 15 million diesel cars on the roads 

in Germany and only 2.7 million of them meet EU6 emissions 

standards, reports  Germany's automotive watchdog. 

This could result in millions of cars being retrofitted with 

software updates and particulate filters to reduce emissions.  

The retrofitting could cost manufacturers and the Government a 

substantial amount.”” 

THE LOCAL: 10 million cars 

“’Analysts at EY consultancy said drivers of all but the latest 

diesel models that adhere to the Euro 6 standards "can no longer 

be certain of being allowed to drive at any time, 365 days a year". 

It estimates that some 10 million vehicles will be affected across 

the country. 

“”Some 70 German cities including Munich, Stuttgart and 

Cologne recorded average nitrogen dioxide levels above EU 

thresholds in 2017, according to the Federal Environment 

Agency 

POLITICO: “’A federal court in Leipzig said Tuesday that 

Düsseldorf and Stuttgart can ban the dirtiest diesel cars from 

their streets in order to meet EU pollution standards. The verdict 

will have an impact across the country and deals a blow to the 

car worship that rules Germany’s politics, economy and lifestyle. 

The car industry is Germany’s largest, and one of the reasons the 

country is an export juggernaut. For decades the German dream 

for many has meant a house in the suburbs and a well-

engineered German car to make the commute to work. 

But that dream is choking many cities. The EU says there are 28 

urban areas in Germany persistently breaching limits for 

nitrogen dioxide — a pollutant largely caused by diesel engines 

and the main ingredient of smog. 

“”And about a third of the country’s 45 million cars are diesel-

powered, according to the car lobby VDA. “The ruling is bad 

news for affected diesel drivers and owners of older petrol cars,” 

the Federation of German Consumer Organizations said in a 

statement. 
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You can say that again! 

The resale value of older cars is likely to plummet as there won’t 

be much demand for vehicles that may not be allowed into city 

centers. 

“”German politicians have been trying hard to avoid 

bans on diesel-powered vehicles, worried about the 

economic hit to the car industry and car owners across 

the country. Diesel cars make up roughly a third of the 

45 million cars in Germany, according to the car lobby 

VDA. 

“”Germany has been in breach of EU air quality 

standards for years and now faces the threat of being 

sent to the European Court of Justice by the European 

Commission. Brussels says there are 28 urban areas in 

Germany persistently breaching limits for nitrogen 

dioxide — a pollutant largely caused by diesel engines 

and the main ingredient of smog.”” 

BLOOMBERG:  “We’re witnessing the creeping death of diesel,” 

said Stefan Bratzel, director of the Center of Automotive 

Management at the University of Applied Sciences in Bergisch 

Gladbach, Germany. The technology will still survive in some 

segments like trucks, but “if you’re a private car buyer, it’s very 

hard to pick diesel. The insecurity is growing.” 

“” Encouraged by government tax subsidies and loose 

regulations, the European auto industry invested heavily in 

diesel as a profitable stop-gap technology to meet tighter rules 

on carbon dioxide emissions. Standards will again tighten in 

2021, which means carmakers risk fines as consumers desert 

diesel. 

“This is a groundbreaking ruling, and one which we expect has 

set a strong precedent for similar action across Europe,” Arndt 

Ellinghorst, a London-based auto-industry analyst with 

Evercore ISI, said in a note to clients. The ruling is “damaging 

to already-battered diesel sentiment.” 

 

 
Isn’t amazing that when car manufacturers film their beloved 

creations on TV it is always against a superb backdrop of say the 

CairngorN mountains of Scotland, green lush, or a sraight as an 

arrow road in Arizona, with the Rockies in the background, or 

emerging from a tunnel on the Corniche, with loads of hairpin 

pin bends, or tooling along the Amalfi coast with the 

Mediterranean down below – with Nary another Car in sight!!  

Not one, just a huge super empty road.   When did you drive 

along such a road??  For everybody the total reality is 

commuting to work by car, stuck in a traffic jam, breathing in the 

exhaust fumes of all the other cars.   Huh!  The reality is the 

spaghetti highways of Los Angeles, the Long Island Express Wat 

– longest car park lot in the world!, or the M4, the ditto, and then 

just try the Paris peripherique Monday morning or Friday night.  

Empty road, you are kidding.  

Toad of Toad Hall would not have liked it at all.  Toot Toot.  

 

POLLUTION  
Many years ago I worked in London for an advertising agency 

one of whose major clients was a German pharmaceutical 

company.  I had to write promotional material concerning a 

medication used for treating respiratory complaints, in material 

that would be circulated to GPs, et al.  As  a result I started 

researching the “”Big Smog”” of 1952, and used this as a basis for 

the ensueing promotional material.   What I read appalled me.    

The weekend of the“Big Smog” of 1952 was 
responsible for the deaths of just over 5,000 people in 
the Greater London area alone.     5,000!    
Yes, I had lived, and walked through the ‘’Great Smog”” of 1952, 

but had untill then little comprehension of its fatal effect. 

 I would have been coming home from school in 1952, by trolley 

bus, the buses attached by long arms to the wires overhead, 

when we got hit with these literally ‘peasouper’fogs,  and 

peasoupers they were, the air was thick yellow in front of your 

face,  the conductors of the trolleys would get out, with large 

torches and try and guide the driver of the bus along the road, 

usually to no effect as the big arms came off the wires to dangle 

helplessley over the sides, only to await a rescure crew.  One’s 

only choice then was to walk home.   And although I knew the 

way intimately, I could still wind up, faced with a brick or 

garden wall, and have to backtrack my steps.   It was that bad.  

The hospitals, the doctors, emergency centres were totally 

overwhelmed.   People with all sorts of respiratory complaints, 

bronchial, asthma, you name it, died choking to death, trying to 

breathe the foul air.  

As a result the UK Parliament brought in the Clean Air Act 

which banned the burning of coal fires amongst other things.  

Several years later, I worked for a large petro-chemical company, 

in a PR capacity, and got sent up North to one of the projects the 

company was involved with, to do my stuff.   It was a typical 

grey day, low, heavy overcast clouds,  not a hint of sun. An 

engineer picked me up from the station, to take me to the hotel, I 

got out of the car, and instantly said “”Good god, what is that 

awful smell?””  The engineer looked at me, “”What smell?” he 

said.   I said, “”that stink!””  Oh, he said “”that’s the Refinery!””  

The hotel immediately abutted the huge refinery complex.  I 

wondered then how people could live, work, breathe in this 

atmosphere.    

If you want to know what it is like, on a day where it is heavy 

grey, low, overcast clouds, with no wind, just drive down to the 

complex of refineries surrounding Fos, which looks over the 

lagoon to the Marseilles Airport, crank down your car window, 

and take in a lungful if you dare.    I’ll bet, all these years later, it 

has not changed.  It stinks.  
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APOLOGIES  Simon Eveleigh is away in New Zealand – lucky 

sod, evading all this snow, but promises a super length article 

next month.   To cheer fans, herewith two photos of the 

Jubiliant Scottish team who won the Calcutta cup, first time for 

10 years! 
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